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                 When Rain Clouds Gather

    I had chosen this book, cause Bessie Head is one of The most favourite authors in English.
    The story tells of change in the village as the tribal system is dying away and the people of the village begin to make their own way as a parallel to the change occurring in Makhaya. The prospect of change in the village is a result of the cooperation of the locals with Gilbert. They grow to trust his ideas and believe in his generosity. Makhaya is drawn to the people of this village, to Gilbert and to George Appleby-Smith, because he recognizes the value of their generosity and feels that he never experienced this before. He thinks, “If there is anything he liked on earth, it was human generosity. It made life seem whole and sane to him. It kept the world from shattering into tiny fragments.” He struggles with his feelings towards authority, whites and women. In Golema Mmidi, he experiences connections with other humans that he didn’t think existed, and learns that neither women nor whites can be categorized. He learns there are women who think of him as something other than a baby maker and that not all white men are fighting against Africans but can work with them.
    Bessie Head was one of the first female authors from Africa to attract an international audience. The stories she told were sometimes the first glimpses that people from other countries gained of the strict and often life-threatening segregationist political system in South Africa called Apartheid. When Rain Clouds Gather (1969) was Head's first novel. And one of the book’s great strengths is characterization: heroes and heroines may seem larger than life but they are also so deeply human.
    The book didn’t influence my life. From my point of view this book can’t teach the reader important information. But it worth reading for those, who want to kill time.
    The book doesn’t justify my waiting. Despite being about a specialist study of literature, it is never boring. Although the book is rather long, the reader finds it gripping from the first to the last page.
    All this considered, the book is a real masterpiece. It can be recommended to people who want good fun. To my mind its book that young people should read. No doubt Bessie Head is a real good author.

